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REMARKS

E 1. Between 9 April and 15 May 1954, Neuruppin airfield was cbserved. In April, 25X1
during daytime and at night, mostly firirg at towed sleeve targets was
practiced by MiG-158 and U-MiG-15s with cannone and machine guns. At night,
attacks were made by 1 or 2 aireraft. During the first days of May, no eair
activity was conducted. On the following days, diving and firirg at grm.nd
targets was practiced and air-to-air firirg was continued,but not =o ,
intensive as in April. During the first half of May, training activity in
formations was intensified. The aircraft tock off in elements of two and
practiced flying in formations of two and four, changing of formations, as
well as assembling in and dispersing of formations. Source repeatecly observed
that individual aireraft and formations disgrreared out of sight. Particularly
often did U-MiG-158 practice local flying, taking off and landing. Source
believed that there were 4 or 5 U-MiG-158 on which the pilote were traired.
Since mid-April, parachute jumps have repeatedly been made from Li-Zs. Cre
casualty occurred on 22 April. In addition to MiG-15s8 and U-MiG-15e, there
were Po-28 some of which were believed to be courier aireraft, while others
made locel flights during daytime and at night. Occasionalily, source had the
impression that air activity by Po-2s was connected with small-~scale exercises
by army troops. About 30 MiG-lS and U-MiG-15s, 1 Li~2 and 3 Pb-—w vere .Jtaticned
at the field.

- 25X1

2. During the period of observation from 12 April to 17 May, MiG=15s and Ua}‘d.C»Jis
- practiced formation flying and firing at towed sleeve targets during daytime-

g and firing at ground targets was practiced.
:flights, apparently practice flightw, The

aircraft had flown some circles over the fiel

hded on the grass next to the runway.

parachute Jumps from Li-Zs were repestedly made.

pril,

one parachute did not open. 25X.1..;
| | A total 25X1° |
of 25 or 26 MiG-25s ard U-MiC-15= in addition to the 4 aleri alrcraft were T
observed at the field on 16 April, while only s total of 22 MiG-d5s and
U-MiG~158 were seen on 25 April. ' ’ ‘
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29 April. - Between 10 a.m, and 2330 puae,., a few individusl flights of 25 to
30 minutes duration were made. Towsrd nightfall, a Li-2 departed heading
southwest. Beginning at 8 p.m., searchlights again practiced althcugh no

_ alrcraft were employed.

30 April. There was intensive air activity by MiC-15 aircraft which took off

in elements of two and flew ineelements at altitudes of .
JThte landings wer%mmm—immmﬁﬂ 25X1

[ ZOK1
| During the late afternoon, parachute jumps were again 25)(1

made over Bechlin,

1l May. There was no air activity as on the two following days. A total of
24 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s, 3 Yak-1ls, 4 Po-28, 1 Li-2 and 1 Yak-14 were counted
at the field. Source believed that an additionsl 4 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s were
parked in the shadow near a hangar.

4 May. Between 8 a.m., and 4 p.m., individual flights were made in the clouds
at an altitude of about 2,000 meters. Each flight lasted about 40 minutes., The X1
’ | sky was 8/10 overcast. _25

5 May. There was an8/10 to 9/10 overcast which decreased to 4/10 atout moon. 25X1
Mig-15s or U-MiG-15e fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks msd igh— i
of 65 minutes duration.

which were estimated at 25X1

’ , meters, After 8 p,m., individual high-altitude flights were made.
6 May. About 10:30 a.m.,individual flights were 25X1
L o mters.’_.—g—ammmmsﬁ o

25X1
7 May. During the morning, individual high-altitude flights af about minut _
duration were made. Other aircraft vracticed takinc nff Fnd landing

|

2 May. The sky was cloudless. No airactivity was observed. During the early 25X
afternoon, a total of 25 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s, 6 Yak-1ls, 2 Fo-2s, 1 Li-2 and

1 Yak-14 were counted. Of the MiG-15s y 4 alert aircraft were parked st the
eastern end of the runway, and 6 aircraft alsc fitted with auxiliary tanks were
parked close to hangar No 1, A small carriage was observed under the left wing

of each of the 6 latter aircraft, Most of the other MiG-158 were parxed in the
arez between hangars Nos 1 and 2,

10 May. Between 5:30 aum. and 8 a.m., about 20 parachute jumps were made over
Bechlin., There were no cluuds. Throughout the day, take-offs and landings were
practiced by Po-2s, with up to 6 aircraft being aloft at the same time, The
rractices were continued at twilight. ’

11 May. Eight MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s fitted with awxiliary fuel tanks “ock off

- between 5:42 a.m. and .i5:45 a.m.,The aircraft assembled in formstions of four

and practiced flying

ge of 8,000 to 9,000 meters, Formation flying was
he distance between the individual aireraft

» i the interval one wingspan. One aircraft flew

at the left rear of ¥ rcraft and two at the right rear in 4-ship
formation, The first:a fled at 6:55 a,m. and the last at 7 a.m. Between
11 a.m. and about 6 p.m., flying in elements of two was practiced at an altitude of
about 9,000 meters. :

being only one airc

25X1
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The following airsactivity and aircraft were observed at the field between 25X1
26 April and 29 May:

26 April. Between 7:45 a.m. and 5 p.m,, MiG-158 practiced flying in elements
of two at altitudes from 6,000 to 8,000 meters. There were no clouds and
visibility was more than 10 km., During the late afternoon, a 1i-2 repeatedly
aprroached over Bechlin training ares and parachutists jumped from an

altitude of about 600 km. Source determined by means of a stopwatch that one
parachutist descended within 105 seconds., The standard parachutes were used,
The chutes opened immediately after the jumpers left the aircraft. Beginning
at 7:10 p.n., flights were made by MiG-158 and U-MiG-15s which took off

toward the west and made a left curve. At an altitude of about 400 meters,

the aircraft flew straight from southeast to northwest, then made a lef't curve,
and, afiter crossing the field, again approached from the southeast, Three
MiG-158 and U-MiC-d5s flying at a distance of 1 km from each other were
simultaneously aloft. They circled three tires and subsequently landed. The
alr activity also continued after nightfall, while the approaching aircraft
were lighted by a searchlight which was located south of Altruppin. As soon

as the beams of the searchlight reached one aircraft, 4 additional searchlights,
including 2 in the area between Altruppin and Nietwerder and 2 north of
Kreenzlin, flashed up and searched the same aircraft which then flew in the
beams of these searchlights approximately as far as the areas northwest of
Wahlendorf. Then, thesearchlights turned off and started the same procedure
with the next aircraft approaching from the southeast. Bach aircraft approached
three times in the beams of searchlights. Each time, 3 aircraft were
simultaneously aloft. The take-offs and landings were made while the runway
was dimly lighted. No landing lights or landing head-lamps were switched on,
The obstacle lights and dim searchlights on the cemetery were in operation,

27 April. There was a 6/10 overcast of cumulus clouds. Throughout the day,
flights were made in elements of two and firing at ground targets was

practiced in the area northeast of Storbeck. The alrcraft took off in alements
of two toward the east and, while flying a left curve, reached an altitude of
600 to 8CO meters. When approachitg the target area, the element dispersed and
the second aircraft flew about 2 km aft of the first one. The aircraft approached
the target at an angle of about 40 degrees and simultanecusly gaves? or 3 short
bursts of fire, apparently with heavy machine guns. The aircraft pulled out

of dive at an altitude of about 150 meters, climbed again, and then made
another approach. Each aircraft approached three times and subsequently the
second aircraft again joined the first one. Throughout the day, take-offs and
landings were practiced by Po-2s. Between 2 p.m. and 5:3C p.m., scme take-offs
were made by Li-2s which subsequently dropped parachutists over Bechlin.

‘one descent took 104 secords and another

descent L12 seconds. Source believed that some parachutists had been injureéd

as embulanceq,and motor vehicles| were
seen coming from the direction of Bechlin and moving to the Soviet hospital
on Neustaedter Strasse, Two litters with patients were observed on one truck.

28 April, There was a 6/10 to 7/10 overcast and wind of about 30 law/h.
Firing at ground targets was continued as on the preceding day, but the
angle of inclination was slightly steeper and estimated at 40 to 0 degrees.
After 8 p.m., there were practices by searchlights, although nc aircraft were
aloft.

25X1
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12 May. Between 8:30 a.m, and about 6 p.m., flying in elements of two and

firing at towed sleeve targets was practiced., The towing aircraft were fitted
with auxilisry fuel tanks, while the attacking MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s had no
auxiliary fuel tanks. After the take-off of the towing aircraft with the extended
sleeve target, the attacking aireraft took off, The towing alrcraft cpossed over
‘the field from east to west or weat tn asst, while the sleeve target was atbacked
e N e 2 £ approacked 3 times and each time gave 1

%ggyy machine guns, It approached at the
S Rkl TR 5iiPEacked at an angle of 15 to 30 degrees
and Yahded after the third attack. Three aircraft fired at the sleeve target
before it was dropped over the middle of the airfield, Subsequently, the towing
aircraft landed. Source observed for the first time that all auxiliary fuel tanks
were painted pale blue, but their eize or shape was apparently not changed.

q. b ,S oL TN r» °s re . ““ i": ‘.m

16 May. Throughout the day, no activity was observed at the field, There were ho
clouds. About noon, 26 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s, 5 Yak-1ls, 2 Po-2s, 1 Li-2 and 1 Yak-14
were counted at the field and 2 or 3 additional MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s were probably
parked near the hangar.

17 Mxy. Individual high-altitude flights of 25 to 40 minutes duration were made
during daytime, The aircraft came in for landing in a steep glide from an altitude -
of 300 to 600 meters and at an angle of 25 to 30 degrees. From the sound heard
source inferred that the engines were throtiled down almost entirely when the
aircraft started the steep glide. These landings required only sbout 1,000 melsrs
of the runway, while at normal landings, the aireraft taxied 1,600 meters i.e,
four fifths of the runway. After 8:15 p.m., firing st towed sleeve targets was
practiced while searchlights were in operation. At first, the towing aircraft
took off, then followed two attacking aircraft in rapid succession. The firing
practices were made at an estimated altitude of 1,500 meters. The aircraft fired
when the towlng aircraft flew a curve. ’ :

18 ¥ay. At 7:15 a.m., 6 Po-2s marked took off at 25X1
intervals of 2 to 3 minutes and headed south. Four Po-28 landed at 5:40 p.m.

21 May. Between 10 a.m, and 3 p.m., only some local flights and a few high-
altitude flights were made. )

22 May. During the morning, there was very intensive air activity. Individual
MiG-15s or U-MiG-15s practiced take-offs and landings. At the same time, high- o5y
altitude flights of 50 to 60 minutes duration were made by formations of three
and four. The take-offs were made in formations and the landings individually.os5xA1
Ten to 14 aircraft were continuously aloft at the same time.] |

24 May. Between 9 a.m. and gbout 4 p.m., Po~2s practiced taking off and landing,
Up to 6 aircraft were simultaneously aloft. The weather was cloudless in the
morning and beceme 6/10 overcast later on. After 8:30 p.m., night flights were
made Fo-2s. 7N '
rade » N
(/' 25 May. Some high-altitude flights of about 25 minutes duration were mad 'Jf‘b‘y{
" elements of two. After 8:30 p.m., night flights were again made by Po—zs.\ N
7/

26 May. Between 10:45 a.m, and 5 p.m., individual flights were made at an altitude
of about 8,000 meters. The weather was cloudless in the morning and became overcast
later on. Night flights were again made by Po-2s. ‘ ’ :
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28 May. At 5:10 a.m., a siren souded, About 90 seconds later, the engines of
the alert aircraft were started and the alert flight took off in two elements
at 5:12 a.m, Bhe landings were made in elements of two at 3:24 p.m. The distance
between the two elements was about 500 meters. Subsequently, the aircraft were
again parked as an alert flight, Throughout the day, MiG-15s and U-MiG-15s
practiced flying in elements of two and Fo~2s practiced taking off end landing,

- After 8145 p.m., take-off and landing practices were made by MiG-15s and U-MiG-15s,

A

Three AA guns were observed in the AA gun emplacerent at the southern edge
of the field., The AA gun emplacement north of the runway was still svailable, 25X1
however, no details could be observed.

S5e ’JMMALHT observed involved jeezmd trucks %gi:‘]

25X1

6. |

| Z5A1

L

ce work was under way on MiG—15q 25X1
parked in front of the western hangar, <°A!

Egmment. The detailed information on air activity at Neuruppin indicateZ2oX1
that air activity by the fighter regiment is generally being carried out along
the usual pattern. Noteworthy is the continuation of intensive air sctivity
by Po-2s and the presence of 6 Yak-1ls which, however, were sgldom cbserved 25X1
aloft, For along period it has appeared that, in addition to the cadre pilots

of the fighter regiment, a sizeable number of young pilots are being % d
and re-trained on U-MiG-15s and MiG-158 at Neuruvpin airfi

25X1
25X1
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